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Local Reuse Authority holds

first of three public meeting

by Eric L. Jones

About 50 people attended a public
meeting held by the Newport:.Chem-
ical Depot Local” Reuse Authority
(LRA) at North Vermillion High
School Tuesday evening,

The meeting was thefirst of three
general public meetmgs ‘that will be
held during the process of preparing

a reuse plan for presentation td-the

Army. Its main purpose was to
introduce residents, to representa—

tives of Matrix Design Gnoup,, the

firm hired by the: LRA  to
prepare the reuse plan,. and te:let:
those representatlves outline - the
process of préparing the plan, as
well as hear some suggestions from
residents :about the future- of the
depot property.

LRA President Jack Fenoglio said
at the beginning of the meeting that
the future of the Depot property

will greatly affect the future of

Vermillion County, and in fact sev-
eral counties around it, for years to
come.” He explained that the LRA is

the group appointed by the county-

commissioners to officially accept

. the transfer of the Depot property

from' the Army once it is no longer

" ‘needed by the Army.

“In. November the Depot was

lus -to the Army’s
~'said, . “and. isince

‘be - de e\. oﬁéd whlch will mclude

agncultural and industrial uses, as
well ag’ preservatlon of resources:for
hunting;  bi d-watchmg and - other
activities; and to maximize new jobs
created. Fo'do this, the LRA has
recelved fundmg from the Office of

Economic Adjustment and has used
that funding to hire Matrix Design
Group, Inc., to help complete the
reuse plan.

Tim ,Dreese of Matrix explained
that the company has worked . all
over the country on BRAC (Base
Realignment And Closing) process-
es, and outlined for those present
some of the steps that will be taken
in developing the reuse plan.

Development of the plan will in-
clude studies and assessments. of
the buildings and infrastructure
currently located on the site, land -

property, as well-as the wants and
needs of the coriimunity,; .and wheth-
er they are reahstm /The;plan will
include a visionfor-wh 't:he proper-

ty will look: hkeym the. e, and “p
road map to get there™as well at
priorities for ‘redevelopith ‘

costs.
Dreese sald Mgtmx

the tax base in the cdunty He

]

use p0551b111t1es, market demands added that. LRA members recently

in the region, fiscal impact, and |met with top-level Army planners,
financial feasibility analysis. Public - '

meetings will be held, as well as
focus groups, to gather ideas and
suggestions, and ‘also to discuss
concerns about the plans for the
property. .

“It’s lmportant for the comrnumty

‘to stay informed, and: keep’ mvolve?
1 the proces§ Dréese said. He sa d _
" th b i ne| group meetings, of which some have’

and Gise the property to spur growth
in the surrounding area, but at the
same time to enhance the natural
and agricultural resources present.

“It’s large enough that many
things can happen there,” he said.
One of the things that Matrix will
try to do is identify unique benefits
to the property that will bring in
users who might not normally be .

2l complete by 2011, but:th

were “very anxious to work wit
commumty” and trangfer;the |
erty in 2010, if possibl
plained that the transfe

of making it happen soomer: -
stakeholder interview -and-focus

already beer held, Dreese 'ex-
plained. In adetloh, two more gen- -
eral public meetings will be held.
One, during the summer, will be to
present Matrix’s findings and com-
municate the vision for the property
and the second, near the.end of the
process, will be to present plan
alternatives and recommend apre-
liminary reuse plan. :
Dreese said teen and youth work-

interested. He cautioned, though, ; shops will be held, allowing stu-

that nothing happens overnight,
and many of the plans made will be
long-term, and could take 10, 15 or
even 20 years to become reality.

dents to tour the site and present
their own ideas. “We’ve found out
they come up with some pretty good

lideas and interesting approaches,”

Dreese, as an example, compared )he said. In addition, a website will
Newport to an even more rural ‘be set up soon to update the com-

BRAC process that his company
worked on — Loring Air Force Base
in Maine. That facility lost 1,311
jobs when it closed, but the property
now is home to over 20 businesses
with over 1,400 jobs.

During the process of preparing
the plan, Matrix will try to address
the assets and liabilities of the




munity on the progress cf the plan
and bus tours of the base are being
planned for the summer.
Once all of the information is
gathered, a workshop will be held
with developers to brainstorm how
best to get development underway,
to establish -the criteria for what
potential users of the property will
need and make sure the reuse plan
accommodates those potential
- needs.

- Once the plan is completed, it
must be submitted to both the Army
‘and to Housing and Urban Develop-
_ment for approval: Once both have
approved -the plan, the transfer of
the property can begin.

. “This will:be :a: 9-month: 'lpe‘riod,” .

.Dreese explained, “and we’re now in
month one, day two.” He said most
of the next two to three months will

athering information. =

_then turned. the nieeting

en Schroeppel, who said he
0. . ‘1,

presented that might. attract com-
panies.;_Dr,eese pxentioned that, for
a ‘Fural -location, Newport is “defi-
nitely not remote” given-that: there
is a 4-lane highway (State Road 63)
which runs right past the location
and connects to both Interstate 70
and Interstate 74.In addition, there
is a vast quantity of water resources
‘available. He called the water sup-
ply one of the area’s key resources,
as “it’s high quality and there’s lots
of it.” Another benefit is the proxim-
ity of several quality universities,
including Purdue, Rose-Hulman,
Indiana State and Illinois.
Several residents also mentioned
pursuing food industries, which are
- less affected by economic difficul-
ties. One suggested a hydrogen pro-
duction and/or storage facility
somewhere on the site, Dreese men-
tioned that some:of the ‘universities
had expressed interest in research
facilities on the site, and there had
already been interest from food pro-
cessors as well. ) .
Another resident mentioned that
there are a lot of beer-drinkers in
the country, and the large water
supply might be ideal for a brewery.
Others suggested state parks and
camping and riding areas on parts
of the site that are not developed for
.industry. '

Some residents stressed the im-
.portance;of doingssome «short-term

' as well, as:Jongiteri dévetopment,

to see that there aré jelsacreated to-»
help build up the ‘area’ quickly, in
addition to those developments that

- might be years down the road.

‘One resident mentioned the lack
of -cormunication in- the ‘county,
with no local radio or television’
stations, limited Internet access,
and -oné” local * newspaper. .“There
should. be hundreds- more people
“here the: resident said. She also
mentioned::that. some meetings
n ‘- the® southern

should’ be held 3
_portion of:the county. Dregse said
the next one will be-at South: Ver-
milliomHigh School:  +ie
dent -asked if ‘the_ focus
‘meetings-will be ‘open ‘to the.
Dreese. said Matgix:tiies to
roups under 20 people to,

Sould come, and observe, but not
_particip e. He added.that.the

P eetings could be open to the media

milar services to to
and Newport..: = . o
Spence added that it -
AU nillion”

A4 -was mentioned that the state
has dlready xpressed interest ‘in
using part of the property for a fish
and wildlife preserve, and that
money could be generated from
farm land that is currently being

sed: to-farmers by the Army.
nts suggested that the
‘former VX storage facilities could be
used by other companies to “store
materials on the property.
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